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Sumita Sarma is Assistant Professor of Management at California State University, 
Bakersfield. Dr. Sarma has published in the Asia Pacific Journal of Management, 
Business Horizons, Entrepreneurship Research Journal, and Asia Pacific Journal of 
Marketing and Logistics on areas of firm-level strategies, entrepreneurial 
ecosystems, and entrepreneurship. Dr. Sarma is a member of the Academy of 
Management and has served as ad-hoc reviewer for multiple journals such as 
Research Policy, Journal of Small Business Management, Asian Pacific Journal of 
Marketing and Logistics, Asian Journal of Management Science and Applications, 
and proceedings for conferences such as Academy of Management, and USASBE. 
Research Focus: Entrepreneurial ecosystem elements, new venture growth, 
societal attitudes.

Michaela Hruskova is a doctoral researcher in the triple-accredited Adam 
Smith Business School at the University of Glasgow. Her research interests 
focus on the topic of governance of entrepreneurial ecosystems and she is 
currently studying the role of various actors in developing, nurturing, and 
leading their local ecosystem. When she is not studying ecosystems, 
Michaela runs an award-winning chapter of Startup Grind University of 
Glasgow to educate, inspire, and connect entrepreneurially-minded students 
and staff.

Research Focus: entrepreneurial ecosystems, governance.
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Cherry Cheung  is a qualified solicitor specializing in business affairs. She 
graduated from the University of Bristol with a qualifying law degree and 
University College London with an LLM in International Business Law. Prior to 
her academic career, Cherry was an in-house solicitor serving a listed company 
with over 40 entities and worked closely with several international law firms 
such as Dorsey & Whitney, Baker & McKenzie and Allen & Overy.
Cherry is a Senior Lecturer and Entrepreneurship in Challenging Circumstances 
Research Group Lead. 

Research Focus: Social entrepreneurship, refugee entrepreneurship, and 
entrepreneurship and autism.

Geoffrey Bwireh is currently lecturing at the Faculty of Business and 
Management Sciences at Mbarara University of Science and Technology as 
well as a visiting lecturing at Chandaria School of Business-United States 
International University-Africa, where he facilitates courses in procurement 
and value chain management. Also serve as a researcher and consultant for 
several agribusiness and commodity value chain innovation projects. He is 
the founding and managing director for M/s Smart Logistics (U) Ltd, a 
logistics trading company incorporated in 2008, and responsible for 
overseeing the development and establishment of a coherent and realistic 
strategic plan for the company. 

Research Focus: entrepreneurial ecosystems as practice.
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Howard "Jim" Kucher is the Faculty Program Manager of The Graduate 
Research Innovation District at The University of Maryland, Baltimore and a 
Senior Lecturer in Social Innovation in The Graduate School at UMB. Kucher
most recently served as an Assistant Professor in the Brown School of Business 
and Leadership at Stevenson University. Over the course of his career, he has 
secured over $70m in working capital on behalf of mission-oriented enterprises 
and assisted over 100 area nonprofits and social enterprises to develop new 
models for serving their constituents while increasing the sustainability of their 
organizations. He has been recognized as a Baltimore Renaissance Seed Scholar, 
an Unsung Hero of Small Business and a Fulbright Specialist Scholar in Social 
Entrepreneurship.
Research Focus: Social Impact, Social Change, Impact Investing, Sustainability.
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Aleksandra Janeska-Iliev is an Assistant Professor at the department of 
management at the Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje Faculty of 
Economics-Skopje which is the largest state university. She teaches 
entrepreneurship, small business and organizational behavior. Her main 
research interest is entrepreneurial education, entrepreneurial intentions and 
entrepreneurial mindset. Having various experiences in her education, as a 
scholar she is trying to detangle what and how education in a formal and non-
formal context can stimulate flourishing grounds for entrepreneurship. She 
has been actively involved in many initiatives building a stronger 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in her home country starting from ground up.

Research Focus: Education, heuristics, family business, intentions.
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Timothy R. Hannigan’s research and teaching interests at the Alberta School of 
Business surround innovation, entrepreneurship and the dynamics of 
organizational discontinuities. His primary stream focuses on the pragmatic use 
of provisional knowledge (i.e., rumors and propositions) in sensemaking within 
contexts characterized by uncertainty such as open innovation, market pre-
history, scandal, and early stage entrepreneurial ecosystems. His secondary 
stream focuses on the interplay between facts and interpretation in determining 
organizational and reputational outcomes in organizations and social media. Dr. 
Hannigan employs a combination of big data/ machine learning computational 
text analysis techniques and qualitative research methods. 
Research Focus: Organization Theory, Network Analysis, Processing, Modeling.

Dr Marina Yue Zhang is currently working in the Swinburne Business School, 
Swinburne University of Technology, in Australia. Before joining Swinburne, 
Marina held faculty positions in the University of New South Wales in Australia 
and Tsinghua University in China, as well as senior management positions in 
IBM and Ericsson. Her research interests include: high-tech entrepreneurship in 
Asia, digital economy in China, disruptive/emerging technologies, technological 
catch-up of latecomer firms/sectors/nations, emerging market multinational 
firms, talent circulation, innovation ecosystems, knowledge acquisition/sharing 
within and across organizations, business environment for foreign firms in 
China

Research Focus: Innovation ecosystems, Emerging markets, China, Digital 
economies. 
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Marie-Luise Kanbach is research associate at Financing Unit. Before joining the 
unit permanently, she had already worked there as a research assistant for two 
years. Her academic qualifications include a degree in economics (B.Sc.), a 
degree in economics and business education (B.Sc.) and a degree in business 
management (M.Sc.) with a focus on financing. She spent some time in the USA 
and Russia, which allowed her to increase her expertise in her chosen field and 
to gain valuable experiences. As a research associate, she is currently involved 
in two applied research projects that focus on matching innovators with the 
right venture capital providers and on alternative innovation exploitation 
instruments.
Research Focus: Innovation management, Digitalizing, Platforms, 
Crowdsourcing.

Morgan Clevenger is a Professor of Management and Post-Doctoral Fellow in 
Corporate Social Responsibility & Global Business Ethics. He holds a Doctor of 
Educational Leadership & Policy Analysis (Summa Cum Laude) from the 
University of Missouri, USA. He is an active academic presently teaching as an 
Associate Professor at the Sidhu School of Business & Leadership at Wilkes 
University, Pennsylvania. In the past, he has held the positions of Regional Vice 
President USA Programs Department for Students In Free Enterpise (SIFE) 
world headquarters in Springfield, Missouri. Dr. Clevenger has been the 
recipient of the Interdisciplinary Teaching Award at Wiles University and a 
Fullbright Finalist for 2018. 

Research Focus: Fundraising, Ethics, Research methods, Digital economies. 
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Anthony (Tony) R. Briggs is an Executive Professor, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship in the Strategic Management and Organization Department 
at the Alberta School of Business and the Executive Director of the Technology 
Commercialization Centre. He holds a Doctor of Business Administration in 
Information Systems from Boston University’s Graduate School of Management 
where he studied how some of the world’s top technology entrepreneurs 
identify and develop breakthrough innovations. He has published in leading 
journals like Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice and Frontiers of 
Entrepreneurship Research. In 2014 he received the Donald and Margaret 
MacKenzie Undergraduate Distinguished Teaching Award. 
Research Focus: Knowledge management, Technology strategy, Platforms, 
Institutions.

Sebastian Aparicio is Assistant Professor at Durham University Business 
School and Research Fellow at the Centre for University Entrepreneurship 
(Centre d’Iniciatives Emprenedores Universitàries –CIEU-UAB–) and Adjunct 
Professor of Entrepreneurship & Innovation at Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona (UAB). He is affiliated as Junior Research Fellow at the Institute for 
Development Strategies at the School of Public and Environmental Affairs 
(IDS-SPEA, Indiana University), as Research Fellow of GUESSS-UAB (Global 
University Entrepreneurial Spirit Students‘ Survey) and as External 
Researcher at Fundación ECSIM Centro de Estudios en Economía Sistémica. 
He received a Ph.D. in Economics & Business (International Doctorate in 
Entrepreneurship & Management -IDEM-) from UAB. 

Research Focus: Institutional lenses, innovation, economic growth, complex 
systems.
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Dr. Mujtaba Ahsan is Associate professor at San Diego State University. He
received his Ph.D. in Management from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. Dr. Ahsan’s work has been published in a number of journals such 
as Academy of Management Review, Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice, 
International Journal of Management Reviews, Journal of Small Business 
Management, Management International Review, Journal of Business Ethics, 
and Journal of International Management among others. He is a member of the 
University Senate and serves as an Associate Editor for the Journal of Small 
Business Management.
Research Focus: Student Entrepreneurship, international business, networks.

Ben Spigel is an Assistant Professor and Chancellor's Fellow at the University 
of Edinburgh Business School. He is an internationally recognized expert on 
entrepreneurial ecosystems, entrepreneurship policy, and the geography of 
high growth entrepreneurship. His work has examined the growth, 
development, and impact of entrepreneurial ecosystems in the US, Canada, 
and the UK. His work has been published in major journals such as 
Entrepreneurship Theory & Practice, the Journal of Economic Geography, and 
Regional Studies. His current research focuses on the ways in which Scottish 
technology entrepreneurs draw resources from their local entrepreneurial 
ecosystems and how this affects their growth and innovation potential. 

Research Focus: Entrepreneurial ecosystems, configuration, regional
innovation systems.
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Amadou Lô is Assistant professor at Toulouse Business School. His research 
lies at the intersection of innovation management and corporate strategy. 
He studies several phenomena such as the evolution of collaborative 
practices and spaces, intrapreneurship and open approaches to work and 
innovation. Through his research activities, he tries to combine academic 
advances with emerging managerial practices in order to contribute to the 
development of scientific knowledge and to facilitate change and innovation 
within organizations.

Research Focus: Fablabs, corporate entrepreneurship, ambidexterity, 
Renault, governance.

Maksim Belitski is Associate professor at the Henley Centre for 
Entrepreneurship (HCfE) and Research Fellow at the Institute for 
Development Strategies, Indiana University Bloomington (US). Previously he 
has held appointments at Loughborough University, University College 
London (UK), University of Leicester, University of Economics Bratislava, 
Belarusian State University. During over eight years on the faculty he has 
taught courses on Entrepreneurship, managerial economics, research 
methods, quantitative methods for business and finance, econometrics at 
both undergrad and graduate levels. He is a 'Trusted' researcher of the 
Secure Data Service, UK Data Archive and Virtual Micro-data Lab, Office of 
National Statistics, UK.

Research Focus: National and regional system of innovation, spillover of 
knowledge and creativity.
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