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2012-2013 Sophomore Scholars in Residence Course

Social Entrepreneurship and Prosocial Motivation
Instructor: 
   
Jeff Pollack
Emails:
  
jpollack@richmond.edu
Office Hours:
   
Please email to coordinate  
Office:

   
Queally Hall 374

Classroom: 
   
Freeman Seminar Room
Class Time: 
   
Fall 2012, TH 2:00pm-4:40pm

  

Course Overview

We will focus on interdisciplinary exploration related to 1) theory and research on pro-social motivation and behavior, and 2) theory, research, and observation related to social entrepreneurship. Overall, from a psychological perspective, we will examine how personality, social experiences, cultural backgrounds, and contextual factors influence the degree to which individuals behave in generous empathic ways. Then, we examine how these psychological phenomena relate to social entrepreneurial endeavors. Namely, within the microcredit context, we examine the components of successful endeavors, including initial start-up and subsequent growth, and how to successfully organize and procure funding for such growing enterprises. 
We will have the opportunity to put theory into practice in the Dominican Republic while working with Esperanza, our partner organization. We will draw on our collective creative capabilities and newly developed theoretical expertise to empirically test successful marketing techniques to benefit Esperanza and their efforts. We will present this knowledge and research to the fundraising and microfinance teams at Esperanza during our community trip over fall break. We will also work with partner organizations within the Richmond community developing ties and mutually beneficial relations with local socially entrepreneurial businesses. 
Intended Outcomes
1. To foster an understanding of the nature of prosocial motivation and giving behavior and how this relates to a socially entrepreneurial context.

2. To provide an understanding of, and experience with, the new venture creation process – including the major components of developing an idea into a successful enterprise.

3. To enable the intelligent evaluation of potential start-up opportunities.
4. To provide an overview of the microcredit industry from both logistical and theoretical perspectives.

5. To further develop critical thinking skills and decision making skills.
6. To foster engagement with the community, as an entrepreneur and as a consumer (of goods and information), towards the goal of creating meaningful experiences that are beneficial during, and after, your University of Richmond experience. 
Course Readings

We divide the readings for this class across the Summer of 2012 and the Fall 2012. Below, we provide the summer reading list and activity. 
Summer 2012- Background Independent Study  
Guiding Questions

1. What is prosocial motivation/behavior?

2. What is social entrepreneurship?

3. What is microfinance?

These three questions will guide the class and your readings during the summer. Your summer activity enables you to consider these three questions by asking: “How are these interdisciplinary constructs related?”  This activity is due via email ( HYPERLINK "mailto:" jpollack@richmond.edu) on August 23rd, 2012.
We ask that you compose your thoughts in a 3-5 page written response that provides a succinct answer to the three questions above as well as how the topics are related (1-2 pages). And, we also ask that you share your thoughts and provide an analysis of the potential relations and insights you obtained from the different perspectives encountered (2-3 pages). The specific readings are listed below by topic area. All these books are available via multiple sources (e.g., bookstores, online, etc.)
1. What is prosocial motivation/behavior?

Reading(s):

1.  Eisenberg, N. & Mussen, P. H. (1989). The roots of prosocial behavior in children. Cambridge University Press. Cambridge, United Kingdom.
2. What is social entrepreneurship?
Reading(s):

1.  Brooks, A. C. (2009). Social entrepreneurship: A modern approach to value creation. New  Jersey: Pearson Education.
2.  Yunus, M. (2007). Creating a world without poverty: Social business and the future of capitalism. Philadelphia: Perseus Books.
3. What is microfinance?

Reading(s):

1.  Akula, V. (2011). A fistful of rice: My unexpected quest to end poverty through profitability. Boston: Harvard Business School Publishing.

2.  Counts, A. (2008). Small loans, big dreams: How Nobel Prize Winner Muhammad Yunus and microfinance are changing the world. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
