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Sumita Sarma is Assistant Professor of Management at California State University, 
Bakersfield. Dr. Sarma has published in the Asia Pacific Journal of Management, 
Business Horizons, Entrepreneurship Research Journal, and Asia Pacific Journal of 
Marketing and Logistics on areas of firm-level strategies, entrepreneurial 
ecosystems, and entrepreneurship. Dr. Sarma is a member of the Academy of 
Management and has served as ad-hoc reviewer for multiple journals such as 
Research Policy, Journal of Small Business Management, Asian Pacific Journal of 
Marketing and Logistics, Asian Journal of Management Science and Applications, 
and proceedings for conferences such as Academy of Management, and USASBE. 
Research Focus: Entrepreneurial ecosystem elements, new venture growth, 
societal attitudes.

Michaela Hruskova is a doctoral researcher in the triple-accredited Adam 
Smith Business School at the University of Glasgow. Her research interests 
focus on the topic of governance of entrepreneurial ecosystems and she is 
currently studying the role of various actors in developing, nurturing, and 
leading their local ecosystem. When she is not studying ecosystems, 
Michaela runs an award-winning chapter of Startup Grind University of 
Glasgow to educate, inspire, and connect entrepreneurially-minded students 
and staff.

Research Focus: entrepreneurial ecosystems, governance.

https://www.phoenix.edu/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/
http://eernetwork.org/
https://www.tbs-education.fr/
https://join.slack.com/t/aompdwentrepr-0w17549/shared_invite/enQtNjMwMTAxOTc0NDUyLTA3ZDhlNWE3YTVhOWQ2NWE2ZjNlODVlYWUyYWQxNTU0OTBhYmU4YTM3YTM1YzA1Yjc4MGZhN2U1ZWY5OTcwMjA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/289299171947524/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/289299171947524/?ref=bookmarks
http://eernetwork.org/index.php/aom-2019-pdw/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michaela_Hruskova2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sumita_Sarma
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michaelahruskova/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sumita-sarma-ph-d-38478117/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=xG8nz2EAAAAJ&hl=en
https://bpa.csub.edu/menus/dr-sumita-sarma.html
mailto:2016737H@student.gla.ac.uk
mailto:ssarma@csub.edu


PDW Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Building: 

Researching Ecosystems As If Entrepreneurs 

Mattered

AOM19 EntEcosystem PDW
#AOM2019 #PDW_EEB

@ENT_Div_AOM @AOMConnect

PRE-REGISTRATION 
HERE

“I will be there too!”
Pre-registered Participants

Cherry Cheung  is a qualified solicitor specializing in business affairs. She 
graduated from the University of Bristol with a qualifying law degree and 
University College London with an LLM in International Business Law. Prior to 
her academic career, Cherry was an in-house solicitor serving a listed company 
with over 40 entities and worked closely with several international law firms 
such as Dorsey & Whitney, Baker & McKenzie and Allen & Overy.
Cherry is a Senior Lecturer and Entrepreneurship in Challenging Circumstances 
Research Group Lead. 

Research Focus: Social entrepreneurship, refugee entrepreneurship, and 
entrepreneurship and autism.

Geoffrey Bwireh is currently lecturing at the Faculty of Business and 
Management Sciences at Mbarara University of Science and Technology as 
well as a visiting lecturing at Chandaria School of Business-United States 
International University-Africa, where he facilitates courses in procurement 
and value chain management. Also serve as a researcher and consultant for 
several agribusiness and commodity value chain innovation projects. He is 
the founding and managing director for M/s Smart Logistics (U) Ltd, a 
logistics trading company incorporated in 2008, and responsible for 
overseeing the development and establishment of a coherent and realistic 
strategic plan for the company. 

Research Focus: entrepreneurial ecosystems as practice.
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Howard "Jim" Kucher is the Faculty Program Manager of The Graduate 
Research Innovation District at The University of Maryland, Baltimore and a 
Senior Lecturer in Social Innovation in The Graduate School at UMB. Kucher
most recently served as an Assistant Professor in the Brown School of Business 
and Leadership at Stevenson University. Over the course of his career, he has 
secured over $70m in working capital on behalf of mission-oriented enterprises 
and assisted over 100 area nonprofits and social enterprises to develop new 
models for serving their constituents while increasing the sustainability of their 
organizations. He has been recognized as a Baltimore Renaissance Seed Scholar, 
an Unsung Hero of Small Business and a Fulbright Specialist Scholar in Social 
Entrepreneurship.
Research Focus: Social Impact, Social Change, Impact Investing, Sustainability.
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Aleksandra Janeska-Iliev is an Assistant Professor at the department of 
management at the Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje Faculty of 
Economics-Skopje which is the largest state university. She teaches 
entrepreneurship, small business and organizational behavior. Her main 
research interest is entrepreneurial education, entrepreneurial intentions and 
entrepreneurial mindset. Having various experiences in her education, as a 
scholar she is trying to detangle what and how education in a formal and non-
formal context can stimulate flourishing grounds for entrepreneurship. She 
has been actively involved in many initiatives building a stronger 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in her home country starting from ground up.

Research Focus: Education, heuristics, family business, intentions.
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