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Veronica Scuotto (PhD, FHEA, MBA, BA-Honours) has recently joined the University of Turin after 
working at the University of the West of Scotland, and at the Pôle Universitaire Léonard de Vinci in 
Paris. Her research interests are focused on SMEs, entrepreneurship and digital technologies. Her work 
has been featured in the Journal of World Business, Journal of Organizational Behaviour, Production 
Planning & Control, Technological Forecasting and Social Change, International Marketing Review, etc. 
She has authored two books. Most recently, her research was awarded as the best paper and the best 
commended paper at the EuroMed/SIMA. She has been recognized by International Council for Small 
Business (ICSB) as a global partner of excellence.

Research Focus: Open innovation in SMEs, inductive Analysis

Erik Stam is Full Professor at the Utrecht University School of Economics, where he holds
the chair of Strategy, Organization and Entrepreneurship. Next to this he is co-founder and
Academic Director of the Utrecht Center for Entrepreneurship, board member of the
Utrecht University Strategic Research Theme Institutions, and research director of the
Utrecht University School of Economics. He held positions at Erasmus University Rotterdam,
the University of Cambridge, the Max Planck Institute of Economics (Jena), and the
Netherlands Scientific Council for Government Policy (WRR). He is editor of Small Business Economics.

Research Focus: Systematic approaches, intrapreneurship, economic development, innovation policy
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Onnolee Nordstrom is an Assistant Professor in the College of Business at North Dakota State 
University. Her research has examined a variety of questions pertaining to entrepreneurship, 
family business, philanthropy and community development. Examples include: How does owning a 
business contribute to familial wellbeing? How do community morals and ethics influence 
enterprising activity? How do we inspire youth to become engaged in their community? Her work 
exploring these topics has been published in several academic journals and presented at 
numerous academic conferences. Her most recent research project has her involved in Fargo’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. She is exploring the framing process within this ecosystem and the 
practices that have contributed to building an entrepreneurially conducive culture.

Research Focus: Community development, social, cultural, ethical dimensions of the ecosystem

Ted Zoller is T.W. Lewis Distinguished Clinical Scholar and Professor of Strategy and Entrepreneurship. 
He is a senior fellow at the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, where he previously served as a vice 
president, and former president of the U.S. Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship. His 
research focuses on the role and structure of entrepreneurial networks and the interrelationships 
with investor syndicate. He collaborates with leading venture accelerators in Europe, including the 
Accelerace program at the Symbion Research Park in Denmark. He has taught and consulted with 
numerous entrepreneurial ventures, and is an active, practicing entrepreneur. He founded 
CommonWeal Ventures, a venture advisory and analytics firm, and is a small business owner.

Research Focus: Regional economies, business models, social network analysis
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Gabi Kaffka defended her PhD at the University of Twente on the cognitive development of 
entrepreneurs, in particular the role of business incubation/acceleration trainings. Her focus is on 
university-based business incubator. Her teaching responsibilities include lectures, mentoring and 
seminars. She also supervised bachelor theses. Her research explores how entrepreneurs develop 
market orientation through individual heuristics learning. She is also interested in behavioral 
theories and particular in the intersubjective nature of entrepreneurial judgment. She is also 
consultant in Social Affairs at Ecorys with a special focus on epic Entrepreneurship Education Tool 
(https://epic.ecorys.com/).

Research Focus: entrepreneurial mindset, embedded systems, intelligent environments, incubators.

David B. Audretsch is Distinguished Professor and the Ameritech Chair of Economic Development at 
Indiana University, Director of the Institute for Development Strategies, Honorary Professor of 
Industrial Economics and Entrepreneurship at the WHU-Otto Beisheim School of Management in 
Germany and Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research in London. He is co-author 
of The Seven Secrets of Germany, published by Oxford University Press. He is co-founder and Editor-
in-Chief of Small Business Economics. He was awarded the Global Award for Entrepreneurship 
Research by the Swedish Entrepreneurship Forum (Entreprenörskapsforum). Audretsch was also 
awarded the Schumpeter Prize from the University of Wuppertal in Germany.

Research Focus: Regional economies, entrepreneurial societies, ecosystems, innovation.
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Yipeng Liu is a Professor in Management and Organization Studies at Henley Business School, 
University of Reading, UK. Previously, he worked as Director of Research at Department of 
Entrepreneurship and Local Economy, Birmingham University, UK and Newcastle University, UK. Prof 
Liu obtained a doctorate (magna cum laude) in management from Mannheim University, Germany. 
His research has been sponsored by British Academy, the Leverhulme Trust, Sino-British Fellowship 
Trust and DAAD in Germany, among others. His research interests center on international 
entrepreneurship and the emerging market multinationals from a cross-cultural and comparative 
perspective by embracing the notion of 'West-Meets-East'.

Research Focus: Leadership, organisations and behaviour, international entrepreneurship, China.
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Magnus Klofsten is professor in Innovation & Entrepreneurship and founding director of Centre for 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CIE) at Linköping University, Sweden. His research is oriented 
towards the early growth and development of technology-based firms, financing young ventures and 
university-industry relations. Over the years he has built up thorough experience of planning and 
implementation of different growth and development programs for technology-based firms. His 
research focuses on entrepreneurship in the early stages of forming a business or other forms of 
business development. Other studies concern regional development and support of 
entrepreneurship.

Research Focus: Platforms, incubators, sustainable entrepreneurship.
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Maribel Guerrero is Associate Professor at Newcastle Business School. She holds a Ph.D. and M.Phil. 
in Business Economics at the Department of Business of the Autonomous University of Barcelona 
(Spain). Her research interests focus on: [I] the determinants of intra/entrepreneurial activities 
developed in/from public and private organizations; [ II ] the impacts of intra/entrepreneurial 
activities on the societal, economic and technological development of economies; [ III ] the 
entrepreneurial and innovative ecosystems; and [IV] emerging economies. She is interested in the 
configuration, the evolutionary process and the novel metrics and methodologies to explore 
University Entrepreneurship Ecosystems across the globe. 

Research Focus: University-based ecosystem, evolutionary process, configuration.
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Bernd Wurth is co-organizer of the PDW and Lecturer at the Hunter Centre for Entrepreneurship 
within Strathclyde Business School. His research aims to understand the economy as a complex 
system and using the entrepreneurial ecosystem concept as a frame of refence for understanding why 
some regions prosper and other struggle. Bernd’s doctoral research focuses on developing a hybrid 
system dynamics/agent-based simulation in the context of academic entrepreneurship and university 
ecosystems. This provides the foundation for further research on ecosystems and methodological 
developments to model the dynamics of complex systems. He is a co-founder and managing director 
of the Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Research Network Ltd.

Research Focus: Entrepreneurial dynamics, system theories, academic entrepreneurship.

Aug 9, 2019 2:15 PM - 4:15 PM (ET) at Boston Marriott Copley Place

Grand Ballroom Salon IJK

https://www.phoenix.edu/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/
http://eernetwork.org/
https://www.tbs-education.fr/
https://join.slack.com/t/aompdwentrepr-0w17549/shared_invite/enQtNjMwMTAxOTc0NDUyLTliY2JkYjAxNTZlYTU3NDBmY2E2OTJhZDZhNmQ4YmNmOTgzMzNlMzdjNzBjNjI0YTA2YjBkMTY0ZTNmNTY0MmQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/289299171947524/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/289299171947524/?ref=bookmarks
http://eernetwork.org/index.php/aom-2019-pdw/
mailto:mguerreroc@gmail.com
https://scholar.google.de/citations?user=T2pViNIAAAAJ&hl=en
mailto:bernd.wurth@strath.ac.uk
https://www.strath.ac.uk/staff/wurthberndmr/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Bernd_Wurth
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/our-staff/g/maribel-guerrero/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=tbhzn2wAAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Maribel_Guerrero
https://www.linkedin.com/in/guerreromaribel/?originalSubdomain=uk
http://eernetwork.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/berndwurth/?originalSubdomain=uk


Sebastian Aparicio is Assistant Professor at Durham University Business School and Research Fellow 
at the Centre for University Entrepreneurship (Centre d’Iniciatives Emprenedores Universitàries –
CIEU-UAB–) and Adjunct Professor of Entrepreneurship & Innovation at Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona (UAB). He is affiliated as Junior Research Fellow at the Institute for Development 
Strategies at the School of Public and Environmental Affairs (IDS-SPEA, Indiana University), as 
Research Fellow of GUESSS-UAB (Global University Entrepreneurial Spirit Students‘ Survey) and as 
External Researcher at Fundación ECSIM Centro de Estudios en Economía Sistémica. He received a 
Ph.D. in Economics & Business (International Doctorate in Entrepreneurship & Management -IDEM-) 
from UAB. 

Research Focus: Institutional lenses, innovation, economic growth, complex systems
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Norris Krueger is leading consultant, educator and scholar of entrepreneurship -- special foci on: 1) 
growing and assessing the entrepreneurial mindset and deep experiential learning (even 
neuroentrepreneurship) 2) growing and assessing the entrepreneurial ecosystem (and organizational 
innovation systems) - Consultant to OECD, EU, Kauffman Foundation, etc. Looking to chair 
dissertations on innovation, entrepreneurship and related topics (family business, intrapreneurship, 
small business, creativity, lean startup, design thinking/human-centered design/product design, 
crowdfunding, etc.). He is currently Senior Subject Matter Expect at OECD/EU HE Innovate and 
Entrepreneurship360, Senior Research Fellow for the School for Advanced Studies for University of 
Phoenix and External Fellow for the Max Planck Institute for Economics.

Research Focus: Entrepreneurial mindset, intentions, ecosystem builder, innovation ecosystems.
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Christina Theodoraki is Assistant professor in Entrepreneurship & Strategy at Toulouse Business 
School. She publicly defended her thesis entitled “Towards an Ecosystem Approach to the Strategy 
and Performance of Incubators” on November 28, 2017. Her thesis received two Best Dissertations 
Awards from the AEI academy and the AIREPME research association. She is also Senior Research 
Fellow at the Institute for Development Strategies at SPEA at the University of Indiana and member of 
the management team of the EERN (Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Research Network). Her teaching 
areas are Management, Strategy, Business Plan and Entrepreneurial Support. Her areas of research 
include entrepreneurial ecosystem, entrepreneurial support, and inter-organizational strategies with a 
focus on business incubators.
Research Focus: Entrepreneurial ecosystem, incubators, coopetition, social capital, configurations.
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Jonathan Levie is a Professor at the Hunter Centre for Entrepreneurship at the University of 
Strathclyde, where he is Director of Knowledge Exchange. He has developed the “innovation 
confidence index”, a demand-side measure of innovation, for the Institute for Innovation & 
Information Productivity. The “IIIP Innovation Confidence Index” started with twelve countries in 2007 
and was reported by hundreds of news and technology websites across the world in January and 
February 2008, following an interview with the New York Times. Innovation confidence continues to 
be measured in many countries across the world, by Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) national 
teams.
Research Focus: GEM metrics, dynamic models, business model change, innovation ecosystems.
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